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Barts Health Archives and Museums 

Research guide: Artworks 

Barts Health Archives and Museums looks after a number of artworks – chiefly drawings, 

paintings, sculpture and some fixed architectural assets – which have been collected and 

curated over the centuries by The Royal London Hospital, St Bartholomew’s Hospital and 

their respective medical colleges, as well as various other hospitals represented in our 

collections. This guide does not aim to be exhaustive, but rather draws the researcher’s 

attention to key pieces and broad thematic areas. Please note that many items are on 

display in hospital or university buildings and can only be viewed by appointment – please 

contact us for further details. 

The artworks we hold represent only a fraction of the hospitals’ original collections; many 

pieces have been lost, sold, stolen or destroyed before they came into our care. Information 

about the provenance and custodial history of many of the items is sparse, although 

researchers may find contextual information in archival records, where they exist, such as 

committee minutes, insurance valuations and photographic collections. 

Digitised images of most of the works of art and sculpture in our collections can be browsed 

on the Art UK website: https://artuk.org/visit/venues/barts-health-nhs-trust-archives-and-

museums-3494 

Notable individuals 

By far the majority of the artworks we hold comprise 

likenesses (in painting and sculpture) of notable figures 

associated with our hospitals and medical colleges. 

Unsurprisingly, many of these are prominent surgeons 

and physicians, such as Percivall Pott (portrait by 

Joshua Reynolds (1723–1792) at SBHX7/16), James 

Paget (portrait by John Everett Millais (1829–1896) at 

SBHX7/37), William Blizzard (bust by Francis Leggatt 

Chantrey (1781–1841) at RLHINV/909) and Frederick 

Treves (portrait by Samuel Luke Fildes (1843–1927) at 

RLHINV/976). Another notable piece is a bust by 

George James Frampton (1860–1928) of the nurse 

Edith Cavell (RLHINV/145), which was used as a 

model for the artist’s statue of Cavell at St Martin's 

Place, London. Other high-profile figures such as 

hospital governors, senior administrators and patrons 

are also represented, such as Sydney Holland, Second Viscount Knutsford, Chairman of 

The London Hospital (portrait by Oswald Birley (1880–1952) at RLHINV/38) and 

Viscountess Mary Northcliffe, patron to The London Hospital (portrait by Charles 

Goldborough Anderson (1871–1916) at RLHINV/20). These portraits, which were chiefly 

produced to be displayed in prominent places around the hospital estate, reflect the vital role  

RLHINV/976 Portrait of Sir Frederick 

Treves by Samuel Luke Fildes 
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of philanthropy and fundraising to pre-NHS ‘voluntary’ hospitals. We also hold a number of 

pieces by the surgeon, author and recreational artist John Peter Blandy (1927–2011), mostly 

busts and portraits of notable figures and colleagues associated with The London Hospital, 

where he was professor of urology, as well as a bust by his daughter, the artist Kitty Blandy 

(b.1966) at RLHINV/894. 

While notable clinicians, administrators and benefactors are prominently represented in our 

collections, depictions of patients are rarer. One exception to this is a portrait by John Alfred 

Gray (1857–1929) of a St Bartholomew’s Hospital patient, a 45-year-old man with 

myxoedema, a condition that results in the swelling of the skin (SBHX7/90). In addition, the 

Pathological Illustrations Collection which we hold (SBHB/MU/14) comprises over 1,800 

images (sketches, watercolours and photographs) of St Bartholomew’s Hospital patients for 

the period 1819–1950. Although originally created and maintained primarily for teaching 

purposes, this collection also possesses considerable historic and artistic merit. 

Royalty 

Many hospitals represented in our collections had close associations with members of the 

British Royal Family (for more on this, see our research guide on Royal connections). St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital’s refounding by Henry VIII in 1546/47 is reflected in a portrait of the 

king (anon. after Holbein), SBHX7/14, presented to the hospital in 1737 and in a frame 

designed by the architect James Gibbs and the artist William Hogarth, who were both 

governors of the hospital. We hold a bust of Queen Victoria by Edward Onslow Ford (1852–

1901) at SBHX2/13 and a portrait of Edward VII, who as Prince of Wales served as 

President of the hospital from 1867 to 1901, by Luke Fildes (SBHX7/45). All three pieces are 

displayed in the hospital’s Great Hall, and accessible only as part of a tour or via 

appointment. A more contemporary work is a 1973 painting by Monica Sheila Lynch (1911–

1994?), Waiting for the Queen, St Bartholomew's Hospital, 850th Anniversary Celebrations, 

at SBHX7/89. 

The Royal London’s association with Queen Alexandra, who served as President of the 

hospital from 1904 to 1925, is marked by pieces including an 1878 painting by William 

Powell Frith (1819–1909), The Marriage of the 

Prince and Princess of Wales – later King Edward 

VII and Queen Alexandra (RLHINV/15). This was a 

study for the marital couple in the picture of the 

wedding by Frith, now in the Royal Collection. A 

1907 bronze statue by George Wade (1853–1953) 

of Queen Alexandra at RLHINV/818, which still 

stands on The Royal London Hospital estate, is a 

rare example of public art in our collections. 

Hospital buildings 

We hold a number of artworks which depict 

exterior and interior views of hospital buildings.  

While William Bellers’ original painting (c.1752) of 

the projected London Hospital (RLHINV/17) was  
RLHINV/10 The First Wounded at the London 

Hospital 1914 by John Lavery 
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stolen in 1985, a c.1980 reproduction by Elizabeth Petrie exists at RLHINV/17a. 

Two oils by the war artist John Lavery (1856–1941) titled The First Wounded, London 

Hospital 1914 (RLHINV/10–11) portray a ward for wounded soldiers at The London Hospital. 

Some pieces are valuable for their depiction of parts of hospital estate which no longer exist, 

such as F.M. Harvey’s two oils, The Old Operating Theatre at The London Hospital, 

Demolished in 1889 (RLHINV/59a and RLHINV/59b). 

A substantial number of representations of St Bartholomew’s Hospital, its medical college 

and surroundings can be found in the Prints, Drawings and Watercolours collection at 

SBHX6. The visual and historical qualities of both the hospital and the wider environs of 

Smithfield have been attractive subjects for artists such as Horace van Ruith (1839–1923) at 

SBHX6/44, Rose Maynard Barton (1856–1929) at SBHX6/43 and Sylvia Gosse (1881–

1968) at SBHX6/46 as well as the marine and landscape painter Richard Howard Penton 

(1882–1960) at SBHX6/50–71. Depictions of hospital interiors include a series of pencil 

drawings by Gary Jeffrey (b.1966) made in 1987 of ward scenes and operations at the 

hospital (SBHX6/77–90).  

Religious works 

St Bartholomew’s Hospital’s origins as a religious institution 

which retains a chapel of ease in its grounds (St 

Bartholomew the Less) are reflected in the religious 

artworks which form part of that hospital’s collections. A 

painting of St Bartholomew by Vincente Carducho (1576?–

1638) (SBHX7/19) hangs in St Bartholomew the Less and 

can be publicly accessed during its opening hours. Another 

portrait of the saint, anonymous but from the Flemish 

school (c1650–1735), at SBHX7/15 is displayed in the 

hospital’s Great Hall. Also on display in Barts the Less is an 

early 17th-century depiction of The Crucifixion (anon. after 

Van Dyck) at SBHX7/59. A depiction of the biblical story 

Christ and the Woman with Issue of Blood by Oswald 

Moser (1874–1953) exists at SBHX7/58.  

 

We hold a bust of Rahere, the courtier and monk who founded St Bartholomew’s Hospital, at 

(SBHX2/1). This was made by Giuseppe Baldacci (1856–?) in 1880, probably either from a 

surviving mould of a bust commissioned in 1738 from the effigy of Rahere above his tomb in 

the church of St Bartholomew the Great, or from the tomb itself. This bust is the only 

surviving one of several which were displayed around the hospital estate in the early 20th 

century. 

One of the most significant artworks listed in our holdings is actually part of a hospital 

building. The Hogarth staircase in the North Wing of St Bartholomew’s Hospital comprises 

two huge stretched canvases by William Hogarth (1697–1764). Completed between 1736 

and 1737 and depicting two biblical stories, Christ at the Pool of Bethesda (SBHX7/7.1) and 

The Good Samaritan (SBHX7/8.1), the paintings represent a departure from the artist’s 

usual satirical subjects (of which we hold a number of engravings at SBHX6/129–132). The  

SBHX7/19 St Bartholomew by 

Vincente Carducho 



 

4 
v0.1 February 2022 

 

paintings can be viewed during the opening hours of St Bartholomew’s Hospital Museum, 

or by appointment. 

 

Other works 

We hold a number of pieces whose subject matter is 

unconnected to the hospitals to which they were originally 

gifted. These include a bust by the Welsh sculptor Sir William 

Goscombe John (1860–1952) of his daughter Muriel, gifted 

by him to The London Hospital in c.1930 (RLHINV/144) and 

Carnival Scene, Possibly in Boston USA by Russian artist 

Alexis Paplovitch Arapoff (1904–1948), originally presented 

as a gift to a Bethnal Green Hospital physician in 1960 

(RLHINV/805). One piece with a poignant and personal 

history attached is the mother and child Inuit carving at 

SBHX2/6, which was presented to St Bartholomew's Hospital 

by the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, 

Canada, in memory of Judith Hill, a Barts-trained nurse killed 

in an air crash in 1972 while treating two Inuit patients on a 

medical evacuation flight in the North West Territories of 

Canada.   

Two rare surviving examples of pieces which served a practical, rather than purely 

decorative, purpose within one of our hospitals are the painted wooden figures, variously 

described as a wounded soldier or seaman, dating from the mid-17th century (SBHX2/3–4). 

These may have stood in the hospital to encourage charitable donations, or been used to 

indicate a special ward set aside for servicemen.  

We also hold examples of works created by medical college students and hospital 

employees and affiliates. Researchers interested in medical illustration may wish to consult, 

in addition to the Pathological Illustrations Collection mentioned above (SBHB/MU/14), 

illustrations produced for St Bartholomew’s Hospital by medical artist Zita Stead (1904–

1986) at SBHB/MP/3 and the diverse collection of medical illustrations produced for St 

Mark’s Hospital (SBHK/MI). We also hold several cartoons by St Bartholomew’s Hospital 

medical artist Peter Cull (1927–2012) at SBHPP/COH/4. Among the examples of student art 

in our collections are a set of posters created by former London Hospital Medical College 

student Frederick Griffiths St Clair Strange (1911–2002) at RLHDEC/FGS. 

Whilst not in our custody, researchers may be interested in the collection managed by Vital 

Arts, the arts organisation for Barts Health NHS Trust. Vital Arts are charitably funded to 

deliver art projects that enhance the hospital environment and improve the patient 

experience and demonstrate the Trust’s commitment to contemporary visual art: 

http://www.vitalarts.org.uk/ 

 

 

RLHINV/144 Muriel by William 

Goscombe John 
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